
Allocate A Data Set

Option 2 allows the user to view characteristics of a data set.  If an
existing data set has the values you wish to use for your new data
set (Ex. DTF Format), ISPF stores the values of the last data set
viewed so that it can be reused for the newly allocated file.  Note:
You must have selected option 3 on the previous menu to get here.

Utilities

To copy a file to the mainframe, space must be allocated for the file
to reside.  To view an existing data set’s characteristics, leave the
Option line blank and place the data set’s name on the Data Set
Name line and press Enter.  The following screen will appear. 
Once you’ve reviewed the characteristics, press F3 to return to the
above screen.  Place an A on the Option line and your new Data Set
Name on its line (following the Data Set Naming Conventions and
using a fully qualified data set name) and press Enter.  Like magic,
the appropriate settings are retained.  Press Enter and look for the
message ‘Data Set Allocated’ in the upper right-hand corner of the

Data Set Naming Conventions

      [    Maximum 44 characters
    [    Maximum 8 characters per qualifier
    [    Each qualifier must begin with A-Z
    [    Qualifiers are separated with a period

[    Avoid using special characters

Data Set

Allocate
  Management and Storage Class along with Volume Serial, Device
  Type and Data Class can all be left blank for the default value.  

  Space Units define the overall size of your file (blocks, tracks,
  cylinders, kilobytes, megabytes, bytes, or records).

  Average Record Unit can be left blank for the Record default. 

  Primary Quantity is the primary allocation quantity as indicated in the
  Space Units field (Ex., how many blocks, tracks, cylinders, etc. would
  you like allocated).

  Secondary Quantity is the secondary allocation quantity as indicated
in
  the Space Units field (Ex., how many times do you want to allocate
  blocks, tracks, cylinders, etc.).

Directory blocks are used for a partitioned data set.  To allocate a sequential data set or a multiple volume data set, set this field to zero.

There are many valid combinations of Record Format codes but the most commonly used is F - Fixed length and B - Blocked records.

The logical Record Length, in bytes, of the records to be stored in the data set.

The block size (physical record length), in bytes, of the blocks to be stored in the data set.  Must be divisible by the Record Length. 


